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than thl' otht'r "ut ays thee •
somt' ri.••ks betwt't'n th •••tWfl produ

Mak •••..•ure :I hlghset h(lmt..' mli
legal ht'ig,ht rt'ljulfl'menl'i If yOU
to add valut:" to tht..' propt'r1y
building in untkrneath

If I h3~ alreau\i ht't'll III It-in,lTI'
doubly surt' It 1'\ ihe nghl I~al hel
and rt"lf?vantappro\'als were ~ou~h

Pres'\ley says thl' hl'l1l'fit of high
hom~s i:- they pHl\'lde potential fo
CSwrall hlgger noor area than a 10
home on the same size hlu(:k At
sanll' lime they still ft'talO amr.le r
for yards. ~ardens and pools

"A two-level home L'an crt
hft"styJt' opportUnltlt'S sut:h as ga
rooms, tet'nagl' l'trl'at.... and h

ffiees:" he 'i3\'.•••
But he -.ay~ n t e I1lp "l e "'0

people just don't like staIrs
Pressle)" reckon... hi~hset e-

lo\','set dedsion. ..•~\re ha.'\w more
features and benefits than financial
mvestmt'nt con'\ldt'ration_.

QUl!eosland housmg policy director
Paul Bidwell says their research has
found that huilding a douhle-storr~y
house (:osts ahout $75 per square
metre mort:" than a similar-si7.ed
single-storey house.

He is not seeing a big shift towards
building highset houS<.'S.

Bidwell says many builders are
managing to be creatiw with what
they can fit in term.<;of a low~et home
on smal1t'f blocks.

Wht'n it Cflmt"" to huying a home
fOf inwslml'nl. Simnn Pr~slt'y o~
6-Point Pru~rty ""IYs tht'fe i••no re-al
Ifft'renct' hetwt't'n hilUl and low\t't.

e sa\'~ Investors art' mort' focuSt'tl
n thing5 such 3.~the area a house is

in, the "trh.t, how big it 1.<;and the
pric ,

"wouldn't ....pt-tifically go •.•eeking a
high or lowset homt'," he says.

"Theft' IS no ••tahstical evidence tu
ug~t'st that one style uf hornt'

produces hetter returns on investment

children on the top floor. In Queens-
land, demand is for all bedrooms
upstaiCb and living area .•.•downstairs

While it is t'asy to ~et configur-
ations right in newl)" built homes, the
trend of buying, raising and building
under Queenslander homt's can he
fraught with problems because of
having to work with an t'xisting
layout.

"With existing houses you don't
always get the best outcome:' Andrew
says.

And he says the typical double-
storey home is no longer just a solid
brick block of years gone by.

"Queenslanders are a little more
creative," he says.

Andrew says there has definitely
been a shift in the past three to five
years hack towards hi~hset homes as
people became a lot more economi-
cally savvy with what they wanted in a
home.

Master Builders Association

COSTS CONTRAST: Lowset houses, per square metre, are cheaper to build.

ite's ups and do
COU~/£R. tr1AIL /:2 O:l ~Ol/

AS OUR population grows and block
sizt'S get smaller, many have dis.
('overed the only way is up when it
comes to squeezing as much house as
they can on their land.

[)ouble-storey homes are making a
resurgence in popularity, particularly
in high-population areas where land is
in demand and (:osts are high.

According to Stockland general
manager residential Queensland
Kingsle)' Andrew, the trend towards
huih.ling double-storey houses appears
to he very much ha~ around
location.

"Cenerally speaking people are
opting for a highset home when the
land valut."Sare highl"r," he says.

There appeared to be more people
opting for high",t homes in estates in
areas such as Kawana on the Sunshine
Coast, wh~re the land was more
t.'xpensive.

On smaller blocks of land. a high",t
house can give owners just as much
floor space - if not more than 3 single-
level home - but also more yard space.

"The cost dirrerenct' bt'twt"cn
single-storey versus double-storey is
nut double:" Andrew says.

"It is not significantly more, as a
rate ~r square metre, to go for a
double-storey configuration."

Andrew says the secret to making a
douhle-storey home appealing is to
get the layout right.

And he says tastes and ideas seem
to change between different states of
Australia.

In Westt'm Australia. homeowners
tend to want the master bedroom and
ameni!y on the ground floor with the

Working out whether to go for a
highset or Iowset home can be
a dilemma. writes property
editor Michelle HeIe

Land value
plays part
in deciding
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